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modified dress code.  I do 

want to remind you that 

tops must be solid color 

with no emblems or de-

signs.  Pants or shorts 

must be twill material and 

navy, black, gray, or khaki 

– no athletic material 

(such as sweat pants) or 

denim.   

 

Please encourage your 

students to come to school 

every day and to put forth 

the necessary effort.  Re-

mind them to follow proce-

dures and to complete and 

turn in all assignments.  

We appreciate your sup-

port.  Together we will 

help our students grow 

into responsible, caring 

adults.   

 

Thank you! 

Blake Thomas, 

CMS Principal  

It is a busy time at CMS.  

Students are involved in 

academics, athletics, and 

activities.  September 26-

October 7, students are 

taking the Alpha Plus In-

terim Assessments.  These 

tests help us gauge where 

we need to improve in-

struction for students.  We 

can see what standards 

and students need extra 

support.  Teachers work 

with each other and the 

students to make strategic 

plans to improve their 

learning.  We will do these 

assessments in December 

and March to help get 

ready for the state tests in 

April.   

 

Parent-Teacher confer-

ences will be October 17-

18 from 4-7 PM each even-

ing.  Please call your grade 

level counselor at 355-

8544 to schedule a time to 

meet with your student’s 

teachers.  The 6th grade 

counselor is Ms. Debbie 

Bailey, 7th grade is Mr. 

Jerry Slawson and 8th 

grade Mrs. Glenda Brown.   

I also want to remind you 

that Fall Break is October 

20-24.  Students will re-

turn to school on Tuesday 

October 25.  I hope that 

you and your students en-

joy the break and are 

ready to come back. 

 

Overall, most students are 

doing a great job on the 

October Activities include Testing and Fall Break 
From the Principal’s Desk 

FCA to attend event at Cameron Stadium 
Central Middle School FCA 

will be taking a bus to the 

event “Fields of Faith” to be 

held at Cameron University 

Football Stadium on 

Wednesday evening, Octo-

ber 12. 

 

Permission slips must be 

turned in by Oct. 11 to one 

of the sponsors. The group 

will meet the bus at 6:30 pm 

on the east side of Central 

Middle School. We will re-

turn back at CMS at ap- proximately 8:50 pm that 

evening. All students that 

ride the bus to the event 

must ride it back to CMS. 

 

Sponsors for the group are: 

Jerry Slawson, Moises 

Christian, Lynne McDon-

ald, Ashleigh Leighow, and 

Lin Newton. 

 

For more information please 

call the school at 355-8544 

and ask to speak to one of 

the FCA sponsors. 
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Tuesday October 

11th in the audito-

rium beginning 

right after Cougar 

Call, until approx-

imately 9:30am 
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CMS Military Child Club Hike in Pictures 10/01/16 

Geography – already sent to you.  Our 

parent night is October 7th at 5:30 

pm.  The theme is Climate Change; A 

Global Problem. 

 

The Gryphons are scaring up some 

great work and enjoying Spirit Week 

activities!  

 

In Reading, we just finished our first 

Benchmark and are making excellent 

progress toward mastering our Eng-

lish Language Arts (ELA) standards, 

which include reading and language 

skills.  We are learning about the 

characteristics of 

informational writ-

ing and how to use 

subordinating con-

junctions to create 

dependent clauses 

in Language Arts.   

In Math, we mastered exponential 

growth and are now working with frac-

tions.   

Climate zones and climate change are 

occupying us in Geography, and in Sci-

ence, we are focusing on physical and 

chemical properties and changes. 

Seventh Grade 

Team Spartans 

 

Math – Equiva-

lents  

 

Science – Scien-

tific method and 

experiment design 

 

ELA – Writing process 

 

Reading – Book Project and starting 

the Outsiders 

 

Seventh Grade Team News 

In English 

class the 8th 

grade Team 

Titans have 

been hard at 

work writing 

informational 

essays in re-

sponse to vari-

ous passages.  

We are continuing to work towards 

embedding evidence in our writing 

and explaining it to the reader.  In the 

next few weeks we will work on re-

search skills and begin writing argu-

ments.   

 

In math, we just finished our first 

benchmark.  Next week we are going 

to learn how to classify rational and 

irrational numbers.  Ask your child 

the difference in rational and irration-

al numbers.  See if they can give you 

some examples.   

 

Fresh off the heels of the American 

Revolution we will study our first 

forms of government in US history. 

We will be moving from the weak-

nesses of the Articles of Confederation 

to the current law of the land the Con-

stitution.  

 

In Reading, we have been learning 

about active and passive voice in writ-

ing.  We have just completed our 

benchmarks for this grading period.  

Ask your child about his or her pro-

gress on the benchmark. 

 

Last but not least we are now explor-

ing physical science and chemistry. 

Students will be making models of an 

atom before fall break.  

In math the 8th 

grade Team Big-

foot are classifying 

and comparing 

rational and irra-

tional numbers. 

We will then begin 

solving equations 

and determining 

slope. 

 

In US History we just finished up our 

Open Exam on vocabulary from 

Standard 2 and 3 The American Revo-

lution and the US Constitution. 

 

 

 

Eighth Grade Team News 
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CMS NJHS & GT Busy with Projects 

NJHS 

National Junior Honor Society has 

begun!  Our first meeting was Sep-

tember 8.  We discussed community 

service opportunities, fundraising 

ideas and fieldtrips.  Our next meet-

ing was September 27th.  Students 

are landscaping the flowerbeds in 

front of the school.  While we didn’t 

get done, we are headed in the right 

direction.  Part of the mandate from 

the NJHS is to volunteer our services 

for the betterment of our community.   

 

To encourage this in our membership, 

students are now required to have 

five hours each semester of communi-

ty service.  Forms are available for 

documentation of hours outside of 

NJHS activities.  

 

Our next scheduled meeting is Thurs-

day, October 7th, after school from 

3:15-4:30.  This will be a mandatory 

meeting.  Officers will be elected, and 

other plans will be finalized. Deci-

sions are made by those who show up!  

 

Membership in NJHS has yearly dues 

of $10.  These are due and payable.  

The dues go to help with community 

service projects, field trip buses, In-

duction and other activities.  

 

GT 

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

was administered between August 

22nd and September 9th. The CogAT 

is a tool used by LPS to identify stu-

dents for the Gifted and Talented Pro-

gram.  Notification letters will be giv-

en to students by the end of the day 

on Monday, October 3rd .   

 

If your child was previously identified 

by Lawton Public Schools, as Gifted 

and Talented, he/she is still identified 

as GT. 

 

If you have any questions, please con-

tact Mrs. Crawford at 580-355-8544 

 

Thank you, 

 

Tanya Crawford 

Gifted and Talented Facilitator 

 

Sixth Grade Team News 

Team Odin is in 

the full swing of 

school.  Progress 

reports were sent 

home recently 

and parent/ 

teacher confer-

ences will be 

here before you know it.   

 

In math, Ms. Long’s class has been 

working on greatest common factor 

and least common multiple as well as 

exponents. Next week, we will be tak-

ing a Benchmark on Tuesday and 

Wednesday. Please get lots of rest and 

be on time. 

 

In English, Ms. Smith’s classes are 

punctuating the world one sentence at 

a time. They will soon be moving on to 

bigger and better things as they pre-

pare to wow their peers with oral 

presentations in the next few weeks. 

 

Ms. Miller’s class has been on work-

ing on identifying author’s purpose 

and point of view.  We are also taking 

the Interim Assessments next Tues-

day and Wednesday.  Please do your 

best to be present, on time, and well-

rested.  

Mrs. Pool’s class is putting their map 

skills to the test and creating 

“Autobiography Islands Maps”. Next 

we will learn the five themes of geog-

raphy. 

 

 

The Knights of Camelot have gotten 

off to a great start with following pro-

cedures and getting the hang of this 

thing called "Middle School!" Mrs. 

Morlett's English classes will be 

wrapping up their narrative writing 

pieces and diving into learning more 

about the specifics of writing, such as 

subject and verb agreement.  

In Mr. Anderson's Geography, stu-

dents will be learning about the dif-

ferent parts of maps. They will also 

apply the map skills they have 

learned to read maps.  

Ms. Pennington will be having Pre-

Algebra students focusing on integers 

and order-

ing frac-

tions. She 

asks par-

ents to 

please be practicing their multiplica-

tion tables at home, so they can in-

stantly recall those math facts. Please 

also work on double digit multiplica-

tion. Science classes with Mrs. Ervin 

will be investigating the ins and outs 

of Ecology while studying food chains. 

Our Reading classes are off to a great 

start and students are already work-

ing hard! We did our Star testing to 

find our reading levels and will be 

developing our skills from there. We 

learned how to use knowledge of 

Greek and Latin roots to helps us de-

termine the meaning of complex 

words and have been using our con-

text clues to help us determine word 

meaning as well. Ms. Ricci will be 

starting 8th hour next week to pull in 

students who are still struggling with 

these objectives.  
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6th Grade:   

Vice-President:  Anastasia Thomas 

Treasurer:  Shannon Bailey 

Secretary:  Yasmin Lytle 

Representative(s):  Elizabeth Lira & Rachel 

Heaton 
 

7th Grade: 

Vice-President:  Makenna Frias 

Treasurer:  Eric Sales 

Secretary:  Amber Uplinger 

Representatives:  Mallory Taylor 

 

 

8th Grade: 

President:  Jayden Payne 

Vice-President:  Briana Casey 

Secretary:  Jada Lenning 

Treasurer:  Evelyn Rivadenerra 

Representative:  JW DeSilver 
 

Honorary Members: 

James Roletto, Karina Gonzalez, Ireland Shellaby, 

Carrie Demarius, Delena Fisher 
 

CMS Teen Council Members 

Eric Sales 7th 

Anecia Yingling 8th 

Congratulations 2016-2017 Student Council 

they exploded for 6 runs before the 

third out was recorded. Three straight 

strike-outs by TMS in the 5th inning 

gave the Lady Cougars an incredible 

come from behind win. They defeated 

Tomlinson again two days later to con-

clude the season. CMS finished with a 6

-11 record, but the young team showed 

that it will be a force for the next few 

seasons.  

 

Coaches Tom and Kendra McDonald 

would like to say thank you to all who 

support this program and they can’t 

wait until next year. Also, to the 8th 

graders who have played their last 

games for CMS, good luck at the next 

level and it has been an honor to coach 

you. 

 

Girls Basketball 

Girls basketball will start on Monday 

October 10 after school in the gym. You 

must have a physical on file before you 

can try-out. Teams will be chosen on 

Tuesday October 25. If you have any 

questions, please contact Coach Tom 

McDonald at tmcdonald@lawtonps.org 

or call the front office and he will re-

turn your call. 

 

Girls Softball 

The CMS Softball team finished the 

year with a bang winning its last 6 

games. At the Tomlinson Festival, the 

Lady Cougars beat Grandview twice (9-

8, 12-6), Eisenhower and Tomlinson. A 

few days later, Tomlinson came to CMS 

and looked to take a win.  

 

TMS took a 15-0 lead in the third in-

ning and were two outs from a run rule 

victory when the Lady Cougars woke 

up. Timely hitting and great base run-

ning propelled CMS to 13 runs in the 

3rd. TMS came back in the 4th with 2 

more runs to extend the lead to 17-13.  

 

With two outs in the bottom of the in-

ning things looked bleak for CMS, but 

CMS Football 

The 6th Grade Cougars closes out their 

2016 season on Tuesday night, October 

4 at Cameron at 4:15 PM. 

 

The 7th and 8th Grade Cougars will 

play Tuesday at Cameron at 5:00 and 

6:30 then they hit the road as they trav-

el to Cache on Thursday, October 6 and 

to Duncan on Oct. 18. 

 

 

Running Club 

Cameron Cross Country 

Meet on 10/7 and State 

Championships on 10/20.    

CMS Sports  
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CMS is a Successful Title I School  

2015 A-F School Report Card  
Parents are encouraged to access the Lawton Public Schools website and 

view our 2015 District & School A-F Report Card.  The Lawton district and 

school site report cards are available at the following website address: http://

www.lawtonps.org/accountability 

If you do not have internet access at your home, you may request a copy of 

the school report card at the principal’s office. 

Central Middle School 

Teachers Teach ... Students 

Learn ... It's Our Future 

the time to walk through the book be-

Reading together remains one of 

the most important things adults 

can do with their young learner. 

Today, recommendations include 

reading information or nonfiction 

books with much more regulari-

ty. Nonfiction books present 

many opportunities to learn new 

concepts and vocabulary, as well 

as broaden a child's view of the 

world. Nonfiction books are writ-

ten differently than picture 

books in that there are often 

more pictures, graphics, charts 

and photographs included within 

the pages. Parents can ease the 

transition into more nonfiction 

reading by encouraging your 

child to preview a book before 

reading and to be an active read-

er who asks lots of questions. 

 

Take a "book walk” 

One great way to make predic-

tions about an unfamiliar nonfic-

tion text is to take a "walk" 

through the book before reading. 

By looking closely together at the 

front and back cover, the index, 

table of contents, the glossary, 

and the photographs or other 

images, readers can start to get a 

sense about the topic. This scan-

ning and skimming helps set the 

expectation for the reading. Take 

fore starting to read. 

 

Encourage questions 

A second way to develop more un-

derstanding with nonfiction books 

is to encourage your child to be an 

active reader who asks lots of ques-

tions. Parents can model these be-

haviors by talking or thinking out 

loud as you turn the pages of the 

book. This is a helpful way for your 

child to see and hear what a suc-

cessful reader does when faced 

with difficult or unfamiliar topics. 

For example, "When I looked at 

this photograph, I asked myself, 

"Where is Antarctica? Is that the 

same place as the South Pole?" 

Then talk together about how and 

what you would need to do to find 

the answer to the questions. This 

will reinforce that many questions 

can be answered by reading a text 

closely and by paying attention to 

captions and picture titles. Some 

children enjoy writing their ques-

tions on sticky notes and working 

to answer them during the reading. 

 

Previewing a text and asking ques-

tions are two terrific ways to navi-

gate nonfiction texts. Enjoy spend-

ing more time with some fascinat-

ing informational books! 
 

excerpt from: http://www.readingrockets.org/article/getting-most-out-

nonfiction-reading-time 

Getting the Most Out of Nonfiction Reading Time 

CMS is now on Facebook 
 

 
 

L aw ton  C en t r a l  M i dd l e  S cho o l  

Facebook.com/lawtoncentralms 

Nonfiction books give kids a chance to 

learn new concepts and vocabulary, as 

well as broaden their view of the 

world. Learn how to take a "book 

walk" with a new nonfiction book and 

how to model active reading.  

READING NONFCTION 

http://www.lawtonps.org/accountability
http://www.lawtonps.org/accountability
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http://www.readingrockets.org/article/getting-most-out-nonfiction-reading-time
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